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incline, from love, to give this satisfaction to Jesus
Christ,—though at the risk of a hundred thousand
lives, if he had so many, and with the loss of every-
thing which is sweetest and most agreeable to
nature,— thou wilt never find any one who is more
obliged to undertake it than thou. Up then, my soul,
let us blessedly cast ourselves away, in order to give
this satisfaction to the sacred heart of Jesus Christ;
he deserves it, and thou canst not forego it, if thou
wouldst not live and die ungrateful to his love."

Such are the motives which had animated his zeal
to come and die with us in the midst of this barba-
rism. There was no one more innocent than he, for
he had left the world since his tender youth; and, in
the nineteen years since he had been a Religious of
our Society, he had always walked with a conscience
so pure that the least shadow,— I will not say of sin,
but of thoughts which approach it, and are not at all
criminal,— served only [57] to aid him in uniting
himself more to God.

After his arrival here among the Hurons, he had
applied himself with so much ardor to learn the
language,—thankless, if ever there were such a one
in the world,—and subsequently had made in it so-
much progress, that we did not doubt that God
wished to use him in these countries for the advance-
ment of his glory. His charity found no difference
between the study of the higher sciences, which had
occupied him until then, and the thorny difficulties
of a barbarous language, which has nothing attractive
about it,—except in so far as zeal for the salvation
of one's neighbor leads one to find beauties in it. It
is not one of the least difficulties in these countries,


